Yakima County Fire District 12– Standard Operating Guidelines

SOG 5-2 – Carbon Monoxide Incidents

1. General

1.1 Purpose.  The purpose of this Standard Operating Guideline is to set forth certain practices for the response to incidents where Carbon Monoxide is, or is suspected of being present.

1.2 Scope.  This Standard Operating Guideline shall apply to all members of Yakima County Fire District 12
1.3 Enforcement.  Enforcement of this standard operating guideline is the responsibility of the District’s officers.  Any person deviating from the provisions of this guideline may be required, at the discretion of the officer in charge, to submit in writing, within five (5) calendar days, an explanation for such deviation to the requesting officer who will forward the explanation up the chain of command for further review.

2. Response

2.1 CO Detector Sounding with No Symptoms.  For incidents where a carbon monoxide detector is sounding and SUNCOMM has determined that no one in the structure is feeling ill, one Engine Company closest to the incident will be dispatched non-emergency.
2.2 CO Poisonings and Detectors Sounding with Symptoms.  Upon receipt of any report of a carbon monoxide incident where the occupants of the structure are reported as ill, or any reported carbon monoxide poisoning, the closest engine company and ambulance will be dispatched on an urgent basis.

3. Scene Procedures

3.1 Upon arrival on the scene, the Incident Commander shall confirm with the residents the presence or absence of symptoms of carbon monoxide exposure.  If symptoms are present, response by EMS is mandatory.

3.2 Close all windows and doors, and activate all natural gas fired appliances (turn on hot water, turn up the thermostat, etc.) and wait for ten minutes.

3.3 Survey the building with a carbon monoxide meter located on the district’s engine companies.
3.4 Check gas appliances for proper flue connections and draft, wood burning appliances should be checked to ensure that the damper is open.

3.5 If the readings of carbon monoxide are 0 to 9 parts per million, evaluate the detector for the possibility of a malfunction and inform the occupants of the situation.

3.6 Should the readings be between 10 and 50 parts per million, the company officer should continue the investigation using the “Carbon Monoxide Investigation Report Form” listed in Appendix D   The occupants should be advised to evacuate the residence until the source of carbon monoxide can be positively identified.

3.7 Readings of greater than 50 parts per million require that all personnel evacuate the structure and don self-contained breathing apparatus prior to re-entering the structure to continue the investigation.

3.8 Once the source of carbon monoxide has been identified, stop the production of carbon monoxide, if possible, and ventilate the structure using natural ventilation.  The use of a gasoline powered positive pressure ventilation (PPV) fan will introduce carbon monoxide into the structure.

3.9 The Gas Company or the appropriate Propane company shall be requested to respond to any location where the carbon monoxide levels have been determined to be 10 parts per million or greater.

3.10 Personnel shall not attempt to repair appliances, furnaces, or other possible sources of carbon monoxide.
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